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- their characters in their countenances. In a few minutes
they were all listening to his Eminence with enchanted
ease,-as, sitting on the sofa by his hostess, he described to
them the ambassadors who had just arrived from Japan,
and with whom he had relations of interesting affairs. The
Japanese Government had exhibited enlightened kindness
to some of his poor people who had barely escaped martyr-
dom. Much might be expected from the Mikado, evidently
ft man of singular penetration and elevated views ; and his
Eminence looked as if the mission to Yokohama would
speedily end in an episcopal see; but he knew where ho
was, and studiously avoided all controversial matter.

After all, the Mikado himself was not more remarkable
than this Prince of the Church in a Tyburnian drawing-
room, habited in his pink cassock and cape, and waving, as
he spoke, with careless grace his pink barrette.

The ladies thought the gentlemen rejoined them too soon;
but Mr. Giles, when he was apprised of the arrival of the
Cardinal, thought it right to precipitate the symposium.
With great tact, when the Cardinal rose to greet him, Mr.
Giles withdrew his Eminence from those surrounding,
and, after a brief interchange of whispered words, quitted
him, and then brought forward and presented Lothair to
the Cardinal, and left them.

* This is not the first time'that we should have met,* said
the Cardinal; * but my happiness is so great at this
moment that, though I deplore, I will not dwell on, the
past.'

'I am, nevertheless, grateful to you, sir, for many ser-
vices, and have more than once contemplated taking the
liberty of personally assuring your eminence of my gra-
titude/

' I think we might sit down/ said the Cardinal, looking
around; and then he led Lothair into an open buTtnterior
saloon, where none were yet present, and where they seated